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January 2018

Event Detail:
• Jan 2-Students return to school 
• Jan 4-Attitude Assembly-Appreciation presented by 
  Mr. Baughman’s and Mrs. Orsini’s classes 
• Jan 15-School Closed 
• Jan 16-Sharp Night at ISC 6-8pm 
• Jan 25-Sharp Night Out at the Silver Diner
• Jan 30-Sizzling Science Day

Additional Dates:  
• Bulldog articles for next month are due to Christy Kam
  by Monday,January 22 via email at sochristy@hotmail.com
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Joseph D. Sharp Elementary

January 2018 EDITION BULLDOG



Dear Sharp Community~ 

Happy New Year!  We blinked and its now 2018.  With the newness that a new 
year brings, we pause to reflect on our goals for the coming year.   

The PTA has so many goals we are working toward for the remainder of the 
2017-2018 year and we are so happy to have a community who is so very sup-
portive of the PTA and our extended community at large. 

Immediate goals include having a fantastic turn out at our ISC Night on Jan-
uary 16th.  It is such a fun night for all those who attend-we hope that many 
of you will be able to come out to it!  January 25th will bring our annual Silver 
Diner Night and we will make it the most successful to date! 

We are working on our annual Author Day (info coming home VERY soon 
about that!), our First Annual Sweetheart Dance for some of our younger bull-
dogs, and our first STEM Night! 

Another goal we continue to make a priority is advocacy—advocacy as the 
district looks to the bond referendum vote this coming Oct 2nd.  Advocacy 
as full day kindergarten progresses (which is SEPARATE from the bond ref-
erendum).  And advocacy in many other important issues facing our district 
in the near future. 

We work toward a continued goal of safety. We, in conjunction with Mr. Mis-
cioscia and the staff, worked at the end of 2017 to make morning drop off a 
smoother process.  We will continue with that in 2018 and we continue to ap-
preciate all of your help and support on this! Remember to pull all the way up, 
have kids get out on the RIGHT side of the vehicle, do not pass any vehicles in 
line and parents are to stay in their cars.  Finally, please make a RIGHT TURN 
out of the parking lot.  This ensures traffic flow and safety for our Bulldogs 
and their families.  We are grateful for everyone’s continued cooperation as we 
phase out the parent volunteers who helped in December.  

We look forward to making 2018 our most successful one yet!
 
Warmly, 

Kristen Viglietta 
PTA President 
215.796.3775 cell 
SharpPTAPresident@gmail.com 

 -2-

SHARP PTA IS 
LOOKING FOR 

PARENT 

VOLUNTEERS! 
http://www.signupgenius.

com/go/805094CA5A-
C29A57-sharp

 Join “Eat 
Well, Do 
Well” loyalty 
club today 
if you do 
not already 
have a card.  

Note: those who already have a card 
can keep their existing card or get a 
new one via the app.  You will want to 
enroll in Silver Diner’s loyalty club to 
earn benefits for you (including spe-
cial savings and a free entrée and des-
sert on your birthday) and benefits for 
Sharp School (5% of every transaction).  
Simply download the Silver Diner app 
on your phone (you will need to enter 
a username and password).  Then, to 
link your card number, you will need 
to use your computer to go to silverdin-
er.com/ewdw to register and link your 
card to Joseph D. Sharp School.  Done!  
Thereafter, anytime you visit the Silver 
diner just use your app and Sharp will 
receive 5% of every time you visit the 
Silver Diner.  See you at the diner!

Start col-
l e c t i n g 
t h o s e 
Box Tops! 

Please ask your friends and family to 
collect as well; they really add up to 
help our school.  In the Spring, we will 
be springing into action on our Box 
Top campaign – start saving now!



Dear Sharp Community:  

As you are probably aware, I have been working with our 
educational assistants, crossing guard, parent volunteers, 
CHPD, and our district security officer to ensure a smooth-
er and safer morning arrival process for our students. In 
lieu of enacting our PM dismissal procedures in which 
families are not permitted to enter the parking lot but park 
on surrounding neighborhood street, the following drop-
off procedures for families has been established. Please ad-
here to the following AM guidelines:  

1-Pull all the way forward to the designated drop off spot as 
marked by both a sign and the person waving you forward. 
Please do not drop your child off before the designated area. 
You may have to wait a minute or two. Please be patient as 
we’re asking the folks behind you to do the same when it’s 
your child’s turn to exit your vehicle. 

2-All children should exit the RIGHT side of the vehicle.   
3-DO NOT PASS A CAR IN FRONT OF YOU. Please ad-
here to the cones, which will be temporarily placed out-
side until a permanent marker is created. 4-PARENTS 
SHOULD STAY IN THEIR VEHICLES. If you need to exit 
your vehicle to help your child, I certainly understand that. 
You have two options. First, you can help them PRIOR to 
arriving at Sharp. If that doesn’t suffice, you’ll need to park 
in the neighborhood on the surrounding streets, help your 
child in the manner he/she needs, and THEN proceed into 
the drop off line.   

300 Old Orchard Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08003(856) 424-1550, Fax (856) 424-6577 

sharp.chclc.org 
 Ric Miscioscia, Principal:rmiscioscia@chclc.org
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All 11 year old students are required to have 
Tdap 
(Tetnus, Diptheria, Pertussis) and Meningitis 
vaccines.
Provide documentation from your physician to prevent 
your child from being excluded from school.

Middle School Requirements
Immunizations & Physical Ex-

If a student would like to participate in a sport in 
middle school,The NJ State Annual Athletic Pre-Par-
ticipation Physical Evaluation Form must be submit-
ted prior to participation.

Questions or concerns?
Marci Shapiro Goldman, RN, MSN, CSN
School Nurse, Sharp School
856-424-1550, ext. 2; mshapirogoldman@chclc.org

5-MAKE A RIGHT TURN OUT OF THE PARKING LOT 
ONTO OLD ORCHARD.  As I have often observed the 
flow of traffic both into and out of the parking lot, the great-
est amount of issues center around cars making a left onto 
Old Orchard.  If a right turn is made instead, all traffic flows 
much smoother and safer.  Route 70 and other westbound 
destinations can be easily reached in just an extra minute 
when making a right turn out of the lot.  This extra minute 
can decrease a lot of jams and potential accidents when tak-
en. Finally, if you have a student you’d like to ensure makes 
it to the back blacktop or into the side door on inside line-
up days, you are most certainly permitted to do that. You’ll 
need to park in the neighborhood and walk your child 
back. Again, parents should not exit their vehicles. 

PM PICK UP REMINDER 
If you pick your student(s) up after our 3:30 dismissal, you 
must park on a surrounding street and greet your student(s) 
at the main entrance.  Please also note the “No Parking” 
signs on the corner of Old Orchard Road and Roanoke 
Road.  Adults must stay outside the building and wait for 
students to exit the main entrance after 3:30.  

I appreciate your continued cooperation with our safety 
and security processes for AM drop-off and PM pick up 
procedures.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions.

      Sincerely, 
Ric Miscioscia 

Principal 
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Background 

In 2008, the NJ Legislature enacted the 
School Funding Reform Act (SFRA). 
SFRA determined a formula to fund 
pupils in NJ from a mix of state and 
local funding contributions. In 2008, 
Cherry Hill School District was rec-
ommended to receive $27.9M from 
the state annually. 

While SFRA was great in concept, NJ has underfunded 
it since 2008 thereby starving school districts of the re-
quired amount they deserve. As well, because the SFRA 
funding model has not changed since 2008, it is skewed 
towards districts that may have needed help in 2008, but 
are now in better shape.  

Cherry Hill’s Lack of Funding 

Starting in 2008 the NJ Legislature decided to “cap” Cherry 
Hill School District’s funding at $16.5M (because the plan 
was insolvent) and to also provide “adjust-
ment aid” to districts that needed funds. 
The cap is $12.5M less than the legislated 
amount of $29M.  On top of this reduction 
and since 2012, Cherry Hill School Dis-
trict has received only between $11.4M 
and $13.1M from the state. Compounded 
over the last 8 years, we have missed out 
on more than $90M in funding.  

Cherry Hill district parents, teachers, and 
tax payers should be angry and concerned. 
Our district is the 13th largest in the state 
with over 11K students and we receive less 
funding per student than similar central, northern, and 
neighboring districts. Cherry Hill residents also pay a 
higher share of local taxes into the district than compar-
ative districts. 

Fair Funding for Cherry Hill Public Schools       
Want to get the most out of your tax dollars?  

What can you do to help? 

Fair Funding Group 

The Fair Funding group is lobbying to im-
plement SFRA recommended levels for 
Cherry Hill. For example, the SFRA formu-
la currently provides $1,186 of SFRA aid 
per student, per year, for Cherry Hill. This 
is well below the recommended amount of 
$2,600 ($29M divided by 11K students). 
As well, Cherry Hill is receiving a fraction 

versus other similar districts. For example, Washington 
Township gets $7,053 per student. Similar school districts 
to Cherry Hill are not only OVER funded, they are grow-
ing their SFRA funding thanks to year over year increases 
in their “adjustment aid”, while Cherry Hill’s aid has re-
mained flat.  

What This Means For you 

All Cherry Hill residents should be concerned. With-
out our fair share of SFRA funding from Trenton, prop-
erty values will drop, taxes will continue to go up, and 

the School District will have to continue 
to make tough budgetary choices. It’s only 
a matter of time before “doing more with 
less” is not possible. State Aid at SFRA levels 
will provide money for: building upgrades, 
more technology, smaller class sizes, supple-
mentary sports and playground equipment, 
parking lot improvements, and more.  

We Need You to Take action! · Check out 
our website http://fairfunding.wixsite.
com/fairfundingchps  

• Download our  calling scripts and tem-
plate letters and contact our legislators 
• Like and Share our Facebook page-  Fair Funding 
for Cherry Hill Public Schools 
• Invite us to speak to your community group



Here’s how to stay 
connected to 

Our School District, 
Sharp Elementary School 

and Sharp’s PTA! 
Stay informed! 

Sharp School: 
• Website- www.sharp.chclc.org 
• Twitter -@SharpBulldogs 
• Email- rmiscioscia@chclc.org 
• Phone – 856-424-1550 

Sharp School PTA: 
• Website- www.sharppta.wordpress.
com 
• Facebook- www.facebook.com/
SharpPTA/ 
• REMIND APP-download the free 
app  from Google Play, the App Store 
  or text @sharppta to the number 
81010 
• Sign up for our twice weekly emails 
by sending a note to 
  SharpPTASecretary@gmail.com 

https://www2.eboard.com/eboard/servlet/BoardServlet;jsession-
id=3ECE3CF4C99E9B63D53553FA214EEBC8?&ACTION=TAB_

SHOW&ACTION_ON=TAB&OBJECT_ID=614522&SITE_
NAME=cherryhill&BOARD_NAME=KLaskey&TAB_ID=614522&-

SESSION_ID=0g45usipiddrj2w537 

TrueFlix offers dozens of units to supple-
ment social studies and science learning.  
TrueFlix is a highly engaging multimedia 
resource that can be used on mobile devices 
and/or at home.  Great for students grades 
3 and up! 

New to the Sharp Community for this 
school year, FreedomFlix is an exciting 
digital resource that will engage even 
the most reluctant readers! With near-
ly 70 social studies units, FreedomFlix 
prodives a wealth of leaning opportuni-
ties.  Each unit providesan introductory 
video, dynamic ebook, related articles 
and vetted web links that expose stu-
dents to a range of text types and media 
on the same subjects.  Watch, read, ex-
plore! Great for grades 4 & 5!

One of the ways the PTA gives back to the Sharp Community is pro-
viding access to three online resources.  Please check them out and 
use them at home as much as you’d like!  To login, simply follow the 
link below from Mrs. Laskey’s eBoard and click on the program your 
child wants to use: 

Scholastic BookFlix is an online literacy resource 
that pairs 120 classic video storybooks from Weston 
Woods with related nonfiction eBooks from Scho-
lastic to build a love or reading and learning.  The 
engaging way to link fact and fiction, BookFlix re-
inforces early reading skills and introduce children 
to a world of knowledge and exploration.  Great for 
students through 3rd grade. 

Cherry Hill Public School Dis-
trict: 
• Website- www.chclc.org 
  Download free district app from 
Google Play or the App Store 
• Twitter- @ChpsTweets 
• Facebook- search Cherry Hill Pub-
lic Schools 
• Instagram- chpsinsta  
• YouTube- Cherry Hill Public 
Schools 
• Email- publicinfo@chclc.org 
(*Sign up for the district’s weekly 
newsletter on the homepage of their 
website )
• Phone- 856-429-5600
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2018 
SHARP TALENT SHOW 

INFORMATION
-The show is on Friday, April 13th from 6:30 – 8:30pm at Beck Middle School. More details to come as the date ap-
proaches.

-All acts must be under 2 minutes 30 seconds.  If the music doesn’t end at that time or before that time, our DJ will 
fade out of the music at 2:30.  Please rehearse with that in mind. 

-Students may only participate in oneact.

-Because we are not rehearsing at school, the kids will need to do all of the planning and rehearsing from home.

-We will hold two in-school preview sessions in March during lunch/recess.  Talent show kids will show a portion of 
their acts just so we are sure they are appropriate for elementary school children.

-Acts may include a family member, instructor or fellow performers from outside of Sharp as long as we are informed 
in advance and we have parental consent.

-ALL songs and costumes must be appropriate for a K-5 show. If your child’s song has questionable lyrics, they MUST 
use the KIDZBOP version or change the words. All music must be approved prior to the show. If singing, please con-
sider using a karaoke track so we can hear your child, not the original performer. 

-5th Grade Announcer Forms will go out in February.  Our announcers will get their introductions at least a week in 
advance of the show and can email me with questions.  They will not need to come to the in-school preview to re-
hearse.  They will rehearse their lines at home and show up in Sharp spirit wear the night of the show ready to deliver 
their lines on the microphone!

-If you have questions or would like to help with the Talent Show pleaseemail Tracey Hofmann at Heldt2002@ya-
hoo.com.  We need help with admission, concession and the 50/50 raffle.

January Thank Yous 

McDonald’s Night: THANK YOU to Hannah Do for organizing and a thanks to Sue Fang, Azizeh Cruz, Tracey Albrecht and 
Jenny Santana for volunteering.  And a GIANT THANK YOU to Shana Herring for her YEARS of organizing and helping 
with this event (this year included, too!)! 

Thanks to all those who helped make our first Winter Breakfast for the Teachers and Staff such a success!  Eileen Chung lead 
a group of fantastic volunteers!  Thank you to Veronica Oster, Sue Lavene, Loretta Pollock, Jill Edwards, Stacy Grill, Jenny 
Santana, Stephanie Connors, Nicole Tomlinson, Ting Zhang, Jen Dekerlegand, Kristen Viglietta, Christine Weiss, Deanna 
Gonzalez, Kindsey Bowman, Keith Cummings, Jillian Watson, Kris Bailey, Julie Hart, Melanie Machowski, Shana Herring, 
Kathleen Morley, Lisa Boyle, Jennifer Zane, Alana Witkowski and Heather Kochanski for donating yummy foods, drinks 
and paper goods! 

SHANA HERRING!  THANK YOU for directing traffic during morning drop off as we roll out our new drop off procedures!  
Seeing you in that bright, reflective vest for nearly two weeks was AWESOME!  THANK YOU SO MUCH!



SHARP SCHOOL TALENT SHOW 2018 – SIGN UP

We made changes to the talent show format.  If your child is interested in being a part of the show, please read!

The date of the show is Friday, April13th 2018 and it will take place at Beck Middle School– 6:30pm.  

Although meeting with the kids on a weekly basis was the most enjoyable part of running the talent show, it is also 
the most time-consuming.  In order to make this a more manageable and volunteer-friendly event, we have decided 
to eliminate the six weeks of in-school rehearsals.  It will be up to parents and their children to coordinate practices 
and rehearsals for the upcoming show.  Only one act per student with a time limit of 2 minutes, 30 seconds. 

However, we still need to be sure that the acts are appropriate for an elementary school audience.  So, we will come to 
the school during recess/lunch for a PREVIEWof their performances on:

  • PREVIEW PERFORMANCE - Tuesday, March 20th - 2nd and 4th graders.
  • PREVIEW PERFORMANCE - Thursday, March 22th - 1st, 3rd and 5th graders.

We will only view a portion of the acts but all acts should be stage-ready by that time.

CHECKLIST

  1. COMPLETED TALENT SHOW FORMS should be submitted to T. Hofmann - PTA office 
 by JANUARY 19th, 2018
  o Incomplete or illegible forms will be returned

 2. ALL ACTS SHOULD BE ONLY 2min 30sec and STAGE-READY by PREVIEW week of March 20th, 2018

 3. MUSIC – must be legitimately purchased and in MP3 format to be emailed to Heldt2002@yahoo.com 
 prior toMarch 20th, 2018 OR brought to the school on a CD or flash drive for your child’s PREVIEW time   
  listed above.
 o When in doubt, KIDZBOP music is best!
 o ABSOLUTELY NO YouTube links or links to any music sites.I can’t hand those off to our DJ!!!

 4. PROPS, SHEET MUSIC AND INSTRUMENTS should be brought in on your child’s PREVIEW date 
 listed above.

SHARP TALENT SHOW SIGN UP - PLEASE PRINT NEATLY – FILL IN ENTIRE FORM

 NAME____________________________GRADE &TEACHER________________________

 DESCRIPTION OF ACT___________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________

 EMAIL____________________________________   PHONE #___________________________

 PARENT SIGNATURE______________________________   Return to PTA office – T.Hofmann


