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December 2017

Event Detail:
• December 4 to 7 – Parent-Student-Teacher conference
• December 8 – Attitude Assembly, Acceptance by
   Mrs. Fliegel’s & Mrs. Shaub’s classes
   Regular school day (No conferences)
• December 11 – PTA Meeting
• December 14 – McDonald’s Night
• December15 to 17 – Five Below Weekend
• December 22 – Grades K-5 Winter Parties 
      Report Cards Issued

Additional Dates:  
• Bulldog articles for next month are due to 
Christy Kam  by Tuseday, December 19 
via email at sochristy@hotmail.com
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Joseph D. Sharp Elementary

December 2017 EDITION BULLDOG

Early Dismissal for Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences

School Closed

Five Below Weekend

31



Dear Sharp Community~ 

December is a time that epitomizes celebration, time with friends 
& family and time spent reflecting on all that’s happened in the last 
calendar year.  When we apply those same ideas to Sharp and our 
school community, we have so much to celebrate and to reflect on. 

We had much to celebrate in November.  The highlight of celebrat-
ing this past month was to celebrate the dedicated and wonderful 
Educational Assistants.  They do so much for our children each and 
every day, we were thrilled to be able to help out in the celebration 
of them!   

When I reflect on what we’ve done so far this year, the most impact-
ful things we do as a community are the ways in which we continue 
to give back to those around us.  In November, we had two fantastic 
community-wide give back efforts.  We collected THREE HUN-
DRED TWENTY FIVE POUNDS of candy to send to the troops…
the most we’ve ever collected!  Second, our Student Ambassador 
Food Drive collected 296 items that were donated to local Cherry 
Hill families in need.   

As we look ahead to the month of December, please plan to join 
us for our General PTA Meeting on Monday, December 11th at 
7:00pm, come check out some of our beloved teachers & staff serv-
ing dinner at McDonald’s on December 14th and then plan to do 
some holiday shopping at 5 Below the weekend of 12/15-17! 

I wish you a month filled with celebration, reflection and time with 
your loved ones as we close out 2017 and prepare for 2018. 

Warmly, 
Kristen Viglietta 
PTA President 
SharpPTAPresident@gmail.com 
215.796.3775 cell
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SHARP PTA IS LOOKING FOR 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go
/805094CA5AC29A57-sharp

 Join “Eat Well, Do Well” loy-
alty club today if you do not 
already have a card.  Note: 
those who already have a card 
can keep their existing card 
or get a new one via the app.  
You will want to enroll in Sil-

ver Diner’s loyalty club to earn benefits for you (in-
cluding special savings and a free entrée and dessert 
on your birthday) and benefits for Sharp School (5% 
of every transaction).  Simply download the Silver 
Diner app on your phone (you will need to enter a 
username and password).  Then, to link your card 
number, you will need to use your computer to go 
to silverdiner.com/ewdw to register and link your 
card to Joseph D. Sharp School.  Done!  Thereafter, 
anytime you visit the Silver diner just use your app 
and Sharp will receive 5% of every time you visit the 
Silver Diner.  See you at the diner!

December 15-17 
At TWO Locations!  Cherry Hill at Ellisburg 
AND Rt. 73 in Marlton! 
Shop ‘til  you Drop and 10% of your pur-
chase will come back to us! 

Do some Holiday Shop-
ping at Five Below

Start collecting those Box 
Tops! Please ask your 
friends and family to col-
lect as well; they really add 
up to help our school.  In 

the Spring, we will be springing into action on our 
Box Top campaign – start saving now!

We collected a WHOP-
PING 325 POUNDS of 
candy that was sent to 
the troops in early No-
vember!  Wow!  That’s the 
most we’ve ever collected in 

recent years!  Way to go, Bulldogs!  And 
thanks to Colleen Corcoran for organizing 
and hauling it all! 



Dear Sharp Community, 

 This time of year is always a great opportunity to reflect 
upon time spent together thus far in addition to planning 
for work in the near future.  There is much to be thankful 
for!  The first three months of the year have been exciting 
ones, filled with well-attended com-
munity events.   These community 
events give all of us an opportunity 
to again connect with our students’ 
interests and the greater Sharp com-
munity.  It was also terrific to see so 
many family members attend our 
Classroom Visitation Day in No-
vember.  Both personally and pro-
fessionally, I greatly appreciate the 
Sharp experience from a principal’s 
perspective.  The positive and collaborative community en-
vironment fostered by you and our staff makes this school 
a caring learning environment where students have count-
less adult role models to learn from and emulate. 

 The upcoming months will continue to be filled with chal-
lenging work undertaken by both students and staff alike.  
Students continue gaining fluency skills in math operations 
while developing deeper understanding of mathematical 
concepts and problem solving.  Reading fluency also con-

300 Old Orchard Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08003(856) 424-1550, Fax (856) 424-6577 

sharp.chclc.org 
 Ric Miscioscia, Principal:rmiscioscia@chclc.org

-3-

tinues to strengthen while students develop strategies for 
comprehension and written responses under the guide-
lines of the Six Traits for Writing.  Initial Science and Social 
Studies units are currently being completed in each grade 
level, while two units of study still remain in each of those 
subject areas.  Sharp students have been lucky to have a ter-

rific and talented Encore staff over the 
past several years.  Students look for-
ward to these classes each day and their 
Encore teachers focus on harnessing 
that enthusiasm in both creative and 
constructive activities. 

I greatly appreciate your guidance and 
support of our young learners, and 
of the dedicated teachers that strive 
to both challenge and support them 

throughout the year.  Your time and dedication, as a will-
ing participant and especially as an engaged volunteer, help 
make Sharp a welcoming place for all of our students.  

Wishing you a peaceful winter break and a Happy New 
Year! 

    Sincerely, 
    Ric Miscioscia 
    Principal 

• Kevin Kochanski

• Matthew Gonzalez

• Julian Beaver

• Madison Oster

• Julian Gallo

Attitude-O-Gram
• Justin Doyle

• Madison Shephard

• River Harakaly

• Jack Samansky

• Olivia Tabares

• Esmeralda Palillero

• Devin Gallagher

• Payton Reeves

• Sydney Clark

• Madison Schultz
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 Happy Holidays! It is hard to believe that we are into 
Happy Winter! After being out so much in October, it is 
nice to get back into a routine. Kindergarteners are super 
excited about taking books home to share with family 
members. They have big smiles on their faces on library 
day. First and second graders are loving the new science 
program in the classroom and they enjoy the readalouds 
and Epic books we read in library to support the curric-
ulum. This time of year, there are so many holidays to 
discuss, it is hard to choose which picture book to read! 

Third graders are putting on “thinking hats” and learning 
strategies for problem solving when they do research. 
They have wonderful and creative ideas. Fourth graders 
are learning how and when to use atlases (print and on-
line). They are excited to find out about countries where 
they have a personal connection and they like sharing 
that knowledge with classmates.  Fifth graders wrote 
beautiful responses to a read aloud about the core values.  
Stop by and take a look at some of them. 

Yee haw- the Wild West invaded the library during the 
Book Fair. Mrs. Hart and her team met the very large 
goal that Scholastic sets each time. This is one of the 
most popular weeks at Sharp school. Over 1000 books 
were donated to a needy school due to our school’s gen-
erosity in the All for Books program. Closer to home, 
teachers received books for their classroom from this 
program as well.  This is a HUGE undertaking for our 
school and a big Scholastic dollar fundraiser. Scholastic 
dollars fund the three digital resources BookFlix, True-

flix and FreedomFlix provided by our generous PTA. 
The dollars also fund the I Love Reading coupons in 
the spring as well as bookcases and carpets for the 
school. Yes, you can almost certainly find the books 
cheaper somewhere else, but getting them through the 
Book Fair helps our school in so many ways. Thanks 
to the Baba Family and the Book Fair committee for 
donations to the Sharp library from the Fair. 

Also, thanks to the Viglietta family for their large do-
nation of gently used books. Some were selected for 
library use: others went to classroom teachers.   

Volunteers: I will be generating the signup sheets for 
January and February soon and will let you know via 
email when they are available. I try not to go too far 
in the future as Mother Nature tends to have her own 
opinion about my schedule. Tee hee!  

Volunteers are still needed in Mrs. Fliegel’s class and 
PM kindergarten. Contact me if you can help out on 
Day 1 at 2- 2:30 pm and Day 3 at 11:25 - 11:55. 

I hope all of you have a lovely holiday season!  

Mrs. Laskey, Librarian

Library News 

from Mrs. Laskey                                                       

We collected $7683.04 and SURPASSED our 
goal! 
We raised $1548.81for the All for Books pro-
gram (due to the overwhelming success of the 
coin drop and poster competitions)!  That’s the 
MOST we’ve ever raised for this program! We 
also bought $1548 in books for a needy school. 

Did you hear the news? 
The Fall Book Fair was a HUGE success! 

YAY BULLDOGS! Plus, all classrooms re-
ceived extra books and the library received a 
TON of books from the book fair! 
We CRUSHED it this fall! Thank you for your 
generosity! 
And thanks again to Kim Hart for leading the 
event!
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Background 

In 2008, the NJ Legislature enact-
ed the School Funding Reform Act 
(SFRA). SFRA determined a formu-
la to fund pupils in NJ from a mix of 
state and local funding contributions. 
In 2008, Cherry Hill School District 
was recommended to receive $27.9M 
from the state annually. 

While SFRA was great in concept, NJ has underfunded 
it since 2008 thereby starving school districts of the re-
quired amount they deserve. As well, because the SFRA 
funding model has not changed since 2008, it is skewed 
towards districts that may have needed help in 2008, but 
are now in better shape.  

Cherry Hill’s Lack of Funding 

Starting in 2008 the NJ Legislature decided to “cap” 
Cherry Hill School District’s funding at $16.5M (be-
cause the plan was insolvent) and to also 
provide “adjustment aid” to districts that 
needed funds. The cap is $12.5M less than 
the legislated amount of $29M.  On top 
of this reduction and since 2012, Cher-
ry Hill School District has received only 
between $11.4M and $13.1M from the 
state. Compounded over the last 8 years, 
we have missed out on more than $90M 
in funding.  

Cherry Hill district parents, teachers, and 
tax payers should be angry and concerned. 
Our district is the 13th largest in the state 
with over 11K students and we receive less funding per 
student than similar central, northern, and neighboring 
districts. Cherry Hill residents also pay a higher share of 
local taxes into the district than comparative districts. 

Fair Funding for Cherry Hill Public Schools       
Want to get the most out of your tax dollars?  

What can you do to help? 

Fair Funding Group 

The Fair Funding group is lobbying to im-
plement SFRA recommended levels for 
Cherry Hill. For example, the SFRA for-
mula currently provides $1,186 of SFRA 
aid per student, per year, for Cherry Hill. 
This is well below the recommended 
amount of $2,600 ($29M divided by 11K 
students). As well, Cherry Hill is receiv-

ing a fraction versus other similar districts. For example, 
Washington Township gets $7,053 per student. Similar 
school districts to Cherry Hill are not only OVER funded, 
they are growing their SFRA funding thanks to year over 
year increases in their “adjustment aid”, while Cherry 
Hill’s aid has remained flat.  

What This Means For you 

All Cherry Hill residents should be concerned. Without 
our fair share of SFRA funding from Trenton, property 
values will drop, taxes will continue to go up, and the 

School District will have to continue to make 
tough budgetary choices. It’s only a matter 
of time before “doing more with less” is not 
possible. State Aid at SFRA levels will pro-
vide money for: building upgrades, more 
technology, smaller class sizes, supplemen-
tary sports and playground equipment, park-
ing lot improvements, and more.  

We Need You to Take action! · Check out 
our website http://fairfunding.wixsite.
com/fairfundingchps  

• Download our  calling scripts and tem-
plate letters and contact our legislators 
• Like and Share our Facebook page-  Fair Funding 
for Cherry Hill Public Schools 
• Invite us to speak to your community group
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Here’s how to stay 
connected to 

Our School District, 
Sharp Elementary School 

and Sharp’s PTA! 
Stay informed! 

Sharp School: 
• Website- www.sharp.chclc.org 
• Twitter -@SharpBulldogs 
• Email- rmiscioscia@chclc.org 
• Phone – 856-424-1550 

Sharp School PTA: 
• Website- www.sharppta.wordpress.
com 
• Facebook- www.facebook.com/
SharpPTA/ 
• REMIND APP-download the free 
app  from Google Play, the App Store 
  or text @sharppta to the number 
81010 
• Sign up for our twice weekly emails 
by sending a note to 
  SharpPTASecretary@gmail.com 

https://www2.eboard.com/eboard/servlet/BoardServlet;jsession-
id=3ECE3CF4C99E9B63D53553FA214EEBC8?&ACTION=TAB_

SHOW&ACTION_ON=TAB&OBJECT_ID=614522&SITE_
NAME=cherryhill&BOARD_NAME=KLaskey&TAB_ID=614522&-

SESSION_ID=0g45usipiddrj2w537 

TrueFlix offers dozens of units to supple-
ment social studies and science learning.  
TrueFlix is a highly engaging multimedia 
resource that can be used on mobile devices 
and/or at home.  Great for students grades 
3 and up! 

New to the Sharp Community for this 
school year, FreedomFlix is an exciting 
digital resource that will engage even 
the most reluctant readers! With near-
ly 70 social studies units, FreedomFlix 
prodives a wealth of leaning opportuni-
ties.  Each unit providesan introductory 
video, dynamic ebook, related articles 
and vetted web links that expose stu-
dents to a range of text types and media 
on the same subjects.  Watch, read, ex-
plore! Great for grades 4 & 5!

One of the ways the PTA gives back to the Sharp Community is pro-
viding access to three online resources.  Please check them out and 
use them at home as much as you’d like!  To login, simply follow the 
link below from Mrs. Laskey’s eBoard and click on the program your 
child wants to use: 

Scholastic BookFlix is an online literacy resource 
that pairs 120 classic video storybooks from Weston 
Woods with related nonfiction eBooks from Scho-
lastic to build a love or reading and learning.  The 
engaging way to link fact and fiction, BookFlix re-
inforces early reading skills and introduce children 
to a world of knowledge and exploration.  Great for 
students through 3rd grade. 

Cherry Hill Public School Dis-
trict: 
• Website- www.chclc.org 
  Download free district app from 
Google Play or the App Store 
• Twitter- @ChpsTweets 
• Facebook- search Cherry Hill Pub-
lic Schools 
• Instagram- chpsinsta  
• YouTube- Cherry Hill Public 
Schools 
• Email- publicinfo@chclc.org 
(*Sign up for the district’s weekly 
newsletter on the homepage of their 
website )
• Phone- 856-429-5600
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THANK  YOU  

Thank you to the many families and corpo-
rations who helped out with our Just Write 
A Check campaign in the fall!  We’d espe-
cially like to thank: 

• The Chalmers Family 
• The Phan Family 
• The Counard Family 
• The Devlin Family 
• The Estelow Family 
• The Conway Family 
• The Hong Family 
• The Kochanski Family 
• The Zane Family 
• The Polli Family 
• The Ham Family 
• The Tanzawa Family 
• The Tomlinson Family 
• The McGinnis Family 
• The Hibbard Family 
• The Titus Family 
• The Lu Family 
• The Kitson Family 
• The Gallagher Family 
• The Ozdemir Family 
• The Aivazoglou Family 
• The I. Kim Family 
• The Robertson Family 
• PSE&G

THANK YOU! 

A belated thank you to the members of the 5th grade commit-
tee who organized the ice cream social during the Fall Book fair!  
Thank you to Chrystie Gorman and Carrie Salsbery!  

Colleen Corcoran…THANK YOU for organizing the Candy 
Drive for the Troops!  Under your direction, we were able to col-
lect 325 lb of candy to be donated!  Wow! 

Smash Burger Night was a smashing success thanks to the mem-
bers of the 5th grade committee who planned it!  Thanks to Chrys-
tie Gorman and Ami Tabares! And thank you to Shana Herring 
for working to get the 5th grade tee shirts designed, signed and 
handed out to our 5th graders! 

Thank you to Jenny Santana for coordinating the PTA’s involve-
ment in Educational Assistants’ Day.  We were thrilled to help 
celebrate this amazing group of people! 

Mary Bove, Karen Conlon and Colleen Abronski made sure our 
kiddos were smiling extra big on picture retake day.  THANK 
YOU! 

Thanks to Alana Witkowski and Eileen Chung for running our 
Spirit Wear campaign!  They put in countless hours designing, 
choosing and then selling our super Spirit Wear. You two are awe-
some!

A Special Thank You 

THANK YOU TO LAURA & EASTON 
REYNOLDS of LuRey Photography for 
their generous giveback of family photo 
sessions in November with all donations 
received going directly to the PTA.  Their 
work is absolutely beautiful and all families 
were so thrilled with their photos.  
THANKS, LAURA & EASTON!


