
Classroom 
Visitation 
Day

Sharp School’s Classroom 
Visitation Day 
will be held on 

 Tuesday, November 14.  
Visitor hours will be from 

9:30 – 11:30 AM 
and 

1:15 – 3:00 PM.
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November 2017

Event Detail:
• November 4 – Family Portraits with LuRey Photography
• November 8 – Pat’s Pizza Night
• November 9~10 – NJEA Convention (school Close)
• November 14 – Classroom Visitation Day
• November 15 – Smash Burger Night from 4:00-8:00pm 
       on Wednesday
• November 23~24 – Thanksgiving Recess
• November 29 – Individual Picture Retake Day

Additional Dates:  
• Bulldog articles for next month are due to Christy Kam  
  by Monday,November 20 via email at sochristy@hotmail.com
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Joseph D. Sharp Elementary

November 2017 EDITION BULLDOG

NJEA Convention (School Closed)

Halloween Candy Drive 

Halloween Candy Drive 

Thanksgiving Recess



Dear Sharp Community~ 

November is upon us and the busyness that September and October bring slows 
down as we pause to remember all that we have to be thankful for, both person-
ally and in our school community, too. 

We are thankful for our literally HUNDREDS of volunteers.  Our volunteers 
are what make so much of what we do so very successful.  We have over 400 
volunteer spots that have been filled for this school year.  Think about that. 
FOUR HUNDRED.  You have dedicated your time and energies to filling 400 
volunteer opportunities.  That is unbelievable.  We are so thankful for each of 
you who volunteers, in any capacity. 

We are so very thankful for, dare we say, the BEST staff and faculty around!  
From the folks who serve our kids lunch every day, to the folks who make sure 
the school is clean each and every day, to the educational assistants who do so 
much for our kids, to the compassionate, thoughtful and passionate teachers, 
to the nurse who band-aid’s our kiddos when they’re not feeling well, to our 
caring guidance counselor, right on up to Mr. Miscioscia, our kids’ engaged, 
present and dedicated principal…we have so much to be thankful for in this 
place our kids spend their days. 

Please be sure to look out for information on our Candy Drive right at the 
beginning of the month, should you have any unwanted/left over Halloween 
candy you’d like to donate.  Second, please join us at Smashburger on the 15th 
to help support our 5th grade activities.  We will be doing a gift card drive this 
month, organized by the Zone PTA, to provide gift cards to local families right 
in Cherry Hill who are in need. 

Finally, on behalf of the PTA Board, I want to wish each of you a month in 
which we can be extra mindful to be thankful for the small things, thankful for 
the “good” that is always around us, there is ALWAYS “good” around us, and 
thankful for our friends, family and loved ones.   

Thankfully,
       
Kristen Viglietta
Sharp PTA President
SharpPTAPresident@gmail.com
215.796.3775 c

Start collect-
ing those Box 
Tops! Please 
ask your 
friends and 

family to collect as well; they really add 
up to help our school.  In the Spring, 
we will be springing into action on our 
Box Top campaign – start saving now!
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Support Your Sharp 
School PTA!

SHARP PTA IS 
LOOKING FOR 

PARENT 

VOLUNTEERS! 
http://www.signupgenius.
com/go/805094CA5A-

C29A57-sharp

 Join “Eat Well, 
Do Well” loyalty 
club today if you 
do not already 
have a card.  
Note: those who 
already have a 

card can keep their existing card or get 
a new one via the app.  You will want to 
enroll in Silver Diner’s loyalty club to 
earn benefits for you (including special 
savings and a free entrée and dessert on 
your birthday) and benefits for Sharp 
School (5% of every transaction).  Sim-
ply download the Silver Diner app on 
your phone (you will need to enter a 
username and password).  Then, to link 
your card number, you will need to use 
your computer to go to silverdiner.com/
ewdw to register and link your card to 
Joseph D. Sharp School.  Done!  There-
after, anytime you visit the Silver diner 
just use your app and Sharp will receive 
5% of every time you visit the Silver 
Diner.  See you at the diner!



One of our goals is to promote better health awareness and 
increase physical activity with our students. In response, Sharp 
School developed a Bulldog Walk/Run Club program at recess.  
Approximately once per week, our students will complete at 
least one lap around Sharp’s backyard during lunchtime recess.  

This program will help the stu-
dents to be better involved pos-
itively during recess. Not only 
are there health benefits, but this 
program offers students an alter-
native to organized sports, games 
or swings.   Students may also so-
cialize while they walk and talk 
with friends.  

Often conflicts arise during re-
cess when students feel they have nothing to do outside or if 
an activity becomes too competitive.  This Bulldog Walk/Run 
Club is an option to help prevent and reduce conflicts and will 
also improve relationships with others – giving them choices 
for positive interactions.  As a result, Sharp students will be 
healthier and happier while they enjoy the fresh air.  

How did the students find out about the club? 
Mr. Gray has reviewed this activity and course during PE class 
in the days leading up to our first walk.  Teachers, who will 
track student walk progress, have also reviewed in class. 

When and where does the walk take place? 
This activity takes place during lunchtime recess on Day 1 on 
our school playground.  The club will be cancelled for inclem-
ent weather when we are inside for recess.  Orange cones will 
initially be used to map out the “track” -- One lap measures a 
quarter-mile.  Our first took place on Friday, October 27, 2017, 
and was met with great enthusiasm by both students and staff! 

Can children run or jog during this time? 
Absolutely!  The students can set their own pace throughout 
the weekly activity.  If not walking the course, students must 
wear sneakers while jogging or running. 

300 Old Orchard Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08003(856) 424-1550, Fax (856) 424-6577 

sharp.chclc.org 
 Ric Miscioscia, Principal:rmiscioscia@chclc.org
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Who can participate? 
Every student in grades 1-5 will be included in the program.  
Grades 1 and 2 will walk/run 1 lap before playing other ac-
tivities.   Thereby, at the conclusion of one month’s time, 
these lower grades will have traveled approximately one 

mile.   

Grades 3, 4, and 5 will walk/run 2 laps 
before playing other activities, there-
fore, these grades would walk/run ap-
proximately 2 miles per month. 

Can my child do more than the 
minimum laps on each day?   
Certainly, all laps over the minimum 
would be recorded and communicated 
to your child’s teacher.  Many students 

want to do more than the minimum each time out. 

Are there any incentives?  What would make kids 
want to keep going beyond the required laps? 

For every mile (4 laps) completed, each student would re-
ceive a foot charm that can be added to a bracelet provided 
by our PTA. We will also continue tracking our school’s 
progress “across the United States.”  Students will be 
amazed at how many miles we will accumulate as a school.   

Where can we get the foot charms to continue 
this activity at home? 

The charms and metal bracelet to collect them can be pur-
chased online at FitnessFinders.net 

Please contact Ms. Dwyer, Mrs. Shapiro Gold-
man, Mr. Gray, Mr. Baughman or Mr. Miscioscia 
if you have any questions regarding this healthy 
activity at Sharp! 

-Sincerely, 
Ric Miscioscia 

Principal 

One of our goals is to promote better health awareness and We are very excited to continue our healthy 
outdoor program at Sharp – The Bulldog Walk/Run Club! 
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Background 

In 2008, the NJ Legislature enact-
ed the School Funding Reform Act 
(SFRA). SFRA determined a formu-
la to fund pupils in NJ from a mix of 
state and local funding contributions. 
In 2008, Cherry Hill School District 
was recommended to receive $27.9M 
from the state annually. 

While SFRA was great in concept, NJ has underfunded 
it since 2008 thereby starving school districts of the re-
quired amount they deserve. As well, because the SFRA 
funding model has not changed since 2008, it is skewed 
towards districts that may have needed help in 2008, but 
are now in better shape.  

Cherry Hill’s Lack of Funding 

Starting in 2008 the NJ Legislature decided to “cap” 
Cherry Hill School District’s funding at $16.5M (be-
cause the plan was insolvent) and to also 
provide “adjustment aid” to districts that 
needed funds. The cap is $12.5M less than 
the legislated amount of $29M.  On top 
of this reduction and since 2012, Cher-
ry Hill School District has received only 
between $11.4M and $13.1M from the 
state. Compounded over the last 8 years, 
we have missed out on more than $90M 
in funding.  

Cherry Hill district parents, teachers, and 
tax payers should be angry and concerned. 
Our district is the 13th largest in the state 
with over 11K students and we receive less funding per 
student than similar central, northern, and neighboring 
districts. Cherry Hill residents also pay a higher share of 
local taxes into the district than comparative districts. 

Fair Funding for Cherry Hill Public Schools       
Want to get the most out of your tax dollars?  

What can you do to help? 

Fair Funding Group 

The Fair Funding group is lobbying to im-
plement SFRA recommended levels for 
Cherry Hill. For example, the SFRA for-
mula currently provides $1,186 of SFRA 
aid per student, per year, for Cherry Hill. 
This is well below the recommended 
amount of $2,600 ($29M divided by 11K 
students). As well, Cherry Hill is receiv-

ing a fraction versus other similar districts. For example, 
Washington Township gets $7,053 per student. Similar 
school districts to Cherry Hill are not only OVER funded, 
they are growing their SFRA funding thanks to year over 
year increases in their “adjustment aid”, while Cherry 
Hill’s aid has remained flat.  

What This Means For you 

All Cherry Hill residents should be concerned. Without 
our fair share of SFRA funding from Trenton, property 
values will drop, taxes will continue to go up, and the 

School District will have to continue to make 
tough budgetary choices. It’s only a matter 
of time before “doing more with less” is not 
possible. State Aid at SFRA levels will pro-
vide money for: building upgrades, more 
technology, smaller class sizes, supplemen-
tary sports and playground equipment, park-
ing lot improvements, and more.  

We Need You to Take action! · Check out 
our website http://fairfunding.wixsite.
com/fairfundingchps  

• Download our  calling scripts and tem-
plate letters and contact our legislators 
• Like and Share our Facebook page-  Fair Funding 
for Cherry Hill Public Schools 
• Invite us to speak to your community group
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• THANK YOU to all families who came 
out early in October to “Chalk Up” the back 
black top for the kick off to Respect Week! 

• Thanks to Mary Bove, Karen Conlon, 
Anne Wallace, Colleen Abronski and Tracy 
Gurecki for helping out with Picture Day!   

• We had our first outdoor Movie Night and 
thanks to Kim & Chris Hart for organizing it!  They, 
along with their team, made it a fun and memorable eve-
ning! 

• Red Ribbon Week was organized by Jade Dalumpines.  
It was a great week and we thank her for making it so! 

• Kim Hart lead another fantastic, fun and super success-
ful book fair.  Thanks to Kim and her team of volunteers 

“We Are So Thankful!”

for making it such a smashing week! 

• Trunk or Treat. We had more than 30 volun-
teers helping with this event.  THANK YOU 
for making it such a success!  Folks came 
early to help set up and stayed late to clean 
up.  Thanks to Sharpie, East’s Cougar and Dr. 
Meloche for helping out by serving as judges 
for our trunks!  A boo-tiful time was had by 

all! 

• Thank you to Anne Wallace for coordinating our Hallow-
een Hoagie orders!  What a yummy dinner on Halloween! 

• ROOM PARENTS!  You ROCK!  THANK YOU for pro-
viding our students with fantastic, fun and engaging Hallow-
een classroom parties!

Here’s how to stay connected to Our School District, 
Sharp Elementary School and Sharp’s PTA! Stay informed! 

Cherry Hill Public School District: 
• Website- www.chclc.org 
  Download free district app from Google Play or the App Store 
• Twitter- @ChpsTweets 
• Facebook- search Cherry Hill Public Schools 
• Instagram- chpsinsta  
• YouTube- Cherry Hill Public Schools 
• Email- publicinfo@chclc.org 
(*Sign up for the district’s weekly newsletter on the homepage of their website )
• Phone- 856-429-5600 

Sharp School: 
• Website- www.sharp.chclc.org 
• Twitter -@SharpBulldogs 
• Email- rmiscioscia@chclc.org 
• Phone – 856-424-1550 

Sharp School PTA: 
• Website- www.sharppta.wordpress.com 
• Facebook- www.facebook.com/SharpPTA/ 
• REMIND APP-download the free app  from Google Play, the App Store 
  or text @sharppta to the number 81010 
• Sign up for our twice weekly emails by sending a note to 
  SharpPTASecretary@gmail.com 
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https://www2.eboard.com/eboard/servlet/BoardServlet;jsessionid=3ECE3CF4C99E9B63D53553FA214EE-
BC8?&ACTION=TAB_SHOW&ACTION_ON=TAB&OBJECT_ID=614522&SITE_NAME=cherry-

hill&BOARD_NAME=KLaskey&TAB_ID=614522&SESSION_ID=0g45usipiddrj2w537 

TrueFlix offers dozens of units to supplement social studies and science learn-
ing.  TrueFlix is a highly engaging multimedia resource that can be used on 
mobile devices and/or at home.  Great for students grades 3 and up! 

New to the Sharp Community for this school year, FreedomFlix is an exciting 
digital resource that will engage even the most reluctant readers! With nearly 
70 social studies units, FreedomFlix prodives a wealth of leaning opportunities.  
Each unit providesan introductory video, dynamic ebook, related articles and 
vetted web links that expose students to a range of text types and media on the 
same subjects.  Watch, read, explore! Great for grades 4 & 5!

One of the ways the PTA gives back to the Sharp Community is providing access to three online resources.  Please 
check them out and use them at home as much as you’d like!  To login, simply follow the link below from Mrs. 
Laskey’s eBoard and click on the program your child wants to use: 

Roselyn Belle Cero, 
Joy H. Kam, 
Travis Siuta,
Hannah Mast, 
Alexis Bui,
Allison Kang,
Amanda Boyle, 
Daniel Ovadia

Scholastic BookFlix is an online literacy resource that pairs 120 classic video storybooks 
from Weston Woods with related nonfiction eBooks from Scholastic to build a love or 
reading and learning.  The engaging way to link fact and fiction, BookFlix reinforces 
early reading skills and introduce children to a world of knowledge and exploration.  
Great for students through 3rd grade. 

2017 Red Ribbon Winners!
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From 4:00-8:00pm on Wednesday,
November 15th, join us at

746 W Route 70
Dine in or Order Takeout (in person or online)!

20% of your bill will benefit Sharp  !


